A Taxonomy of Socratic Questions

Questions of Clarification

· What do you mean by _______?

· Could you give me an example?

· What is your main point?

· Would this be an example: _______?

· Could you explain this further?

· How does _____ relate to ______?

· Could you put that in another way?

· Would you say more about that?

· What do you think is the main issue here?

· Why do you say that?

· Is your basic point _____ or ______?

· How does this relate to our discussion/problem/issue?

· What do you think _____ meant by his/her remark?

· Jane, would you summarize what Robert said?.... Robert, is that what you meant?

Questions That Probe Assumptions

· What are you assuming?

· What is Karen assuming?

· What could we assume instead?

· You seem to be assuming ____.  Do I understand you correctly?

· All of your reasoning depends on the idea that ____.  Why have you based your reasoning on ____ rather than ____?

· You seem to be assuming _____.  How would you justify taking this for granted?

· Is this always the case?  Why have you based your reasoning on ______ rather than _____?

· You seem to be assuming.  How would you justify taking this for granted?

· Is this always the case?  Why do you think the assumption holds here?

Questions That Probe Reason, Evidence, and Causes

· What would be an example?

· How do you know?

· What are your reasons for saying that?

· What other information do we kneed to know?

· Why do you think that is true?

· What led you to that belief?

· Is that good evidence for believing that?

· Do you have any evidence for that?

· Are those reasons adequate?

· How does that apply to this case?

· Is there a reason to doubt that evidence?

· What difference does that make?

· Who is in a position to know if that is the case?

· What would convince you otherwise?

· What would you say to someone who said?

· What accounts for that?

· What do you think the cause is?

· How did this come about?

· By what reasoning did you come to that conclusion?

· How could we go about finding out whether that is true?

· Can someone else give evidence to support that response?

Questions About Viewpoint or Perspectives

· You seem to be approaching this issue from _____ perspective.  Why have you chosen this rather than that perspective?

· How would other groups/types of people respond?  Why?  What would influence them?

· How could you answer the objection that ____?

· Can/did anyone else see this another way?

· What would someone who disagrees say?

Questions that Probe Implications and Consequences

· What are you implying by that?

· When you say _____, are you implying that _______?

· But if that happened, what else would also happen as a result?  Why?

· If this and this are the case, then what else must be true?

Questions About the Question

· How can we find out?

· Is this the same issue as _____?

· Why is this question important?

· To answer this question, what other questions would we have to answer first?

· Do we need facts to answer this?

Strategies to Extend Student Thinking

1. Remember “Wait Time.”

Provide at least five seconds of thinking time after a question and after a response.

2. Utilize “think-pair-share.”

Allow individual thinking time, discussion with a partner, and then open up to class discussion.

3. Ask “follow-ups.”

“Why? Do you agree? Can you elaborate? Tell me more.  Can you give an example?”

4. Withhold judgment.

Respond to student answers in a non-evaluative fashion.

5. Ask for summary (to promote active listening).

“Could you please summarize Sara’s point?”

6. Survey the class.

“How many people agree with the author’s point of view?”

7. Allow for student calling.

“Juan, will you please call on someone else to respond?”

8. Play devil’s advocate.

Require students to defend their reasoning against different points of view.

9. Ask students to “unpack their thinking.”

“Describe how you arrived at your answer.”

10. Call on students randomly.

11. Student questioning

Let students develop their own questions.

12. Cue Student responses.

“There is not a single correct answer to this question.  Consider alternatives.”

Bloom’s Taxonomy Process Words

Evaluation

Appraise, choose, decide, defend, evaluate, judge, justify, prioritize, rank, select, support, in your opinion.

Synthesis

Change, compose, construct, create, design, find an unusual way, formulate, generate, invent, originate, plan, predict, pretend, produce, reconstruct, reorganize, revise, suggest, suppose, visualize, write.

Analysis

Analyze, categorize, classify, compare, contrast, debate, determine the factors, diagnose, diagram, differentiate, dissect, distinguish, examine, specify.

Application

Apply, compute, conclude, construct, demonstrate, determine, draw, find out, give an example, illustrate, make, operate, show, solve, state a rule or principle, use.

Comprehension

Describe, explain, interpret, put in order, paraphrase, restate, retell in your own words, summarize, trace, translate.

Knowledge

Define, identify, label, list, locate, match, memorize, name, recall, spell, state, tell, underline, fill in the blank.

