
Name:
Period:

Political Geography & Current Events: The Arab Spring of 2011

Introduction

Starting in the spring of 2011 the Arab world experienced a dramatic period of unrest.  Citizens of many countries across the region grew angry with their governments and began a movement of protests and demonstrations against their governments’ rule.  This time has become known as the Arab Spring.  

go to: http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/interactive/2011/mar/22/middle-east-protest-interactive-timeline

Record  3 key events in the Arab  Spring Timeline
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Wikipedia page for the individual countries

1.  Go to the wikipedia page for the Arab Spring (the link is under the resources section). 
2.  Read the introduction to this page to get a general idea of the events that are part of the Arab Spring.  Also, read the overview section that is above the map.  This map displays information about the level of unrest and changes in government that have occurred in each of the labeled countries
3.  Now that you have seen the level of impact that this movement has had across the region, we will look at some of the factors that helped cause these revolts.  Your group will be assigned one of the following categories.
· Education   (tech groups 1,2,3)

· Unemployment   (tech groups 4,5,6)

· Length of the rule of the government   (tech groups 7,8,9)

4.  Research the  above topics for all these nations: Tunisia, Egypt, Syria, Libya

5.  Your map should show the level of either education, unemployment, or the length of the government’s rule for each of the countries in the wikipedia map.  For the unemployment and education information use the cia factbook website.  For the length of the government’s rule, look at that country’s page on wikipedia.
You may use colors or symbols to mark the level for each of the countries.  Include a legend below your map that explains what each of the symbols or colors means

legend:
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Whole Class Activity

Once all the maps are made we will construct a master map on the board that will contain all the information from the wikipedia map as well as the maps that you made in your group.  

Guiding Question:

“What factors do you think triggered the 2011 Arab  Spring?”

Decsribe why you think these factors played a pivotal role.”

Respond in 1 paragraph


