Services and the CBD
One of the most important patterns in human geography is the organization of people into urban centers.  Large urban centers such as world cities provide a unique challenge to the study of geography as the layout of these places often is conditioned by many factors that have helped to shape the area of the course of a long period of time.  One of the oldest and most important areas of a city is the Central Business District (CBD) whose function and appearance is somewhat different in older European cities than in younger American Cities.
Today we will be looking at the central business districts of two cities, New York and Paris in order to compare them.  We will be using street level views to gather evidence about the CBDs from which we will try to validate some of the conclusions from your textbook.
Exercise

Paris

Using Google Maps go to the following address in Paris
45 Avenue des Champs Elysees, Paris
1) Use street view to “walk” along the Champs Elysees.  What kind of businesses are located in this area?

2) Classify the businesses you found above as retail, producer services, or other.  

3) Some of the shops you found are retail stores.  Retail stores cluster in the CBD for several reasons including high range, high threshold, and serving downtown workers (p. 404). Based on the products they sell, classify the retail stores you found by the reasons listed for locating in the CBD.
New York

Using Google Maps go to the following address in New York

270, Park Avenue, New York, NY
1) Use street view to “walk” around park avenue  What kind of businesses are located in this area?

2) Classify the businesses you found above as retail, producer services, or other.  

3) Some of the businesses you found should be producer services.  What about this location makes it attractive to producer services? Pick one of the producer service companies that you found.  What do you think makes this company desire to be located  in this area?

Comparing CBDs
1) Comment on the difference in appearance of the two CBDs.  Why do you think there are these extreme differences of appearance?  
2) Which CBD do you think is more conducive to producer services?  Which to retail?  Give examples of services that could do well in either CBD.

3) City Planners work to influence the appearance and function of a city over many decades.  What changes would you wish to make to either the CBD of Paris or New York?  How do you think those changes could be accomplished?
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