
Uralic Languages 

ÅEvery European country is 
dominated by Indo-
European speakers, except 
for three: Estonia, Finland, 
and Hungary. 

ÅThe Estonians, Finns, and 
Hungarians speak languages 
that belong to the Uralic 
family, first used 7,000 years 
ago by people living in the 
Ural Mountains north of the 
Kurgan homeland.



Language Families of Africa

Fig. 5-14: The 1,000 or more languages of Africa are divided among five main language 

families, including Austronesian languages in Madagascar. 



Niger-Congo Language Family 

ÅMore than 95 percent of 
the people in sub-Saharan 
Africa speak languages of 
the Niger-Congo family, 
which includes six branches 
with many hard to classify 
languages. 

ÅThe remaining 5 percent 
speak languages of the 
Khoisan or Nilo-Saharan 
families.



Swahili
ÅThe largest branch of 

the Niger- Congo 
family is the Benue-
Congo branch, and its 
most important 
language is Swahili. 

Å Its vocabulary has 
strong Arabic 
influences. 

ÅSwahili is one of the 
few African languages 
with an extensive 
literature. 



Nilo-Saharan 
Language Family

ÅNilo-Saharan languages are 
spoken by a few million 
people in north-central 
Africa, immediately north of 
the Niger-Congo language 
region. 

ÅThe best known of these 
languages is Maasai, spoken 
by the tall warrior-
herdsmen of east Africa.



Khoisan Language 
Family 

ÅThe third important 
language family of sub-
Saharan Africaτ
Khoisanτis 
concentrated in the 
southwest. 

ÅKhoisan language use 
clicking sounds.



Austronesian Language Family 
!ōƻǳǘ с ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎǇŜŀƪ ŀƴ !ǳǎǘǊƻƴŜǎƛŀƴ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜΣ 
once known as the Malay-Polynesian family. 

The most frequently used Austronesian language is Malay-Indonesian. 

The people of Madagascar speak Malagasy, which belongs to the 
Austronesian family, even though the island is separated by 3,000 
kilometers (1,900 miles) from any other Austronesian-speaking country.



Languages of Nigeria

Å !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇƻǇǳƭƻǳǎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΣ 
Nigeria, displays problems that 
can arise from the presence of 
many speakers of many 
languages. 

Å Groups living in different regions 
of Nigeria have often battled. 

Å Nigeria reflects the problems that 
can arise when great cultural 
diversityτand therefore 
language diversityτis packed into 
a relatively small region.

Fig. 5-15: More than 200 languages are 

spoken in Nigeria, the largest 

country in Africa (by population). 

English, considered neutral, is the 

official language.



Issue 4: Language Diversity and 
Uniformity

ÅPreserving language diversity

ïHebrew: reviving extinct languages

ïCeltic: preserving endangered languages

ïMultilingual states

ïIsolated languages

ÅGlobal dominance of English

ïEnglish as a lingua franca

ïDiffusion to other languages



Preserving Language Diversity 

Å Thousands of languages are extinct 
languages, once in useτeven in the 
recent past but no longer spoken or read 
in daily activities by anyone in the world. 

Å The eastern Amazon region of Peru in the 
sixteenth century (had) more than 500 
languages. 

Å Only 57 survive today, half of which face 
extinction. 

Å Gothic was widely spoken in Eastern and 
Northern Europe in the third century A.D. 

Å The last speakers of Gothic lived in the 
Crimea in Russia in the sixteenth century. 

Å Many Gothic people switched to speaking 
the Latin language after their conversion 
to Christianity. 



Hebrew: Reviving Extinct Languages 

Å Hebrew is a rare case of an extinct language 
that has been revived. 

Å Hebrew diminished in use in the fourth 
century B.C. and was thereafter retained 
only for Jewish religious services. 

Å When Israel was established. in 1948, 
IŜōǊŜǿ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ 
two official languages, along with Arabic. 

Å The effort was initiated by Eliezer Ben-
Yehuda, credited with the invention of 4,000 
new Hebrew wordsτrelated when possible 
to ancient onesτand the creation of the first 
modern Hebrew dictionary.



Celtic: Preserving Endangered 
Languages 

ÅTwo thousand years ago 
Celtic languages were 
spoken in much of present-
day Germany, France, and 
northern Italy, as well as in 
the British Isles. 

ÅToday Celtic languages 
survive only in remoter 
parts of Scotland, Wales, 
and Ireland, and on the 
Brittany peninsula of 
France.



Celtic Groups 

Å The Celtic language branch is divided into 
Goidelic (Gaelic) and Brythonic groups. 

Å Two Goidelic languages survive: Irish Gaelic and 
Scottish Gaelic. 

Å Only 75,000 people speak Irish Gaelic exclusively. 
Å In Scotland fewer than 80,000 of the people (2 

percent) speak it. 
Å Over time, speakers of Brythonic (also called 

Cymric or Britannic) fled westward to Wales, 
southwestward to Cornwall, or southward across 
the English Channel to the Brittany peninsula of 
France. 

Å An estimated one-fourth of the people in Wales 
still use Welsh as their primary language, 
although all but a handful know English as well. 



Revival of Celtic Languages 

Å Recent efforts have prevented the 
disappearance of Celtic languages. 

Å .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΩǎ мфуу 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ !Ŏǘ ƳŀŘŜ ²ŜƭǎƘ 
language training a compulsory subject in 
all schools in Wales, and Welsh history and 
music have been added to the curriculum. 

Å The number of people fluent in Irish Gaelic 
has grown in recent years as well, 
especially among younger people. 

Å An Irish-language TV station began 
broadcasting in 1996. 

Å A couple of hundred people have now 
become fluent in the formerly extinct 
Cornish language, which was revived in the 
1920s. 



Multilingual States

ÅDifficulties can arise at the 
boundary between two languages. 

ÅThe boundary between the 
Romance and Germanic branches 
runs through the middle of Belgium 
and Switzerland. 

ÅBelgium has had more difficulty 
than Switzerland in reconciling the 
interests of the different language 
speakers.



Language Divisions in Belgium

Fig. 5-16: There has been much tension in Belgium between Flemings, who live in the 

north and speak Flemish, a Dutch dialect, and Walloons, who live in the 

south and speak French.



Language Areas in Switzerland

Fig. 5-17: Switzerland remains peaceful with four official languages and a 

decentralized government structure.



French-English Boundary in Canada

Fig. 5-18: Although Canada is bilingual, French speakers are concentrated in the 

province of Québec, where 80% of the population speaks French.


