Chapter 6 Rubenstein

Religion

A. KEY ISSUE 1: Where are religions distributed? (see map)

B. “Religion is a belief system and a set of practices that recognizes the existence of a power higher than humans.” Two main types of religions:

1. Universalizing – attempts to appeal to all people of different cultures through propagandizing and persuading people to convert.

a). World’s major universalizing religions are:

1). Christianity

2). Islam

3). Buddhism

b). Universalizing religions are designed to appeal to many people (and, unfortunately to their wallets.)

1). Surge in TV evangelism or televangelism

2). Most TV evangelists try to convert ‘sinners” to Christian fundamentalism (strict adherence to Bible)

3). Oral Roberts, Jerry Fawell, Pat Roberson, Jim Bakker are e.g.s of TV evangelists

4). Some have built tremendous financial empires

c). Universalizing religions all started with an individual




1). Christianity – Jesus




2). Islam – Muhammed




3). Buddism – Siddhartha



d). Universalizing religion’s hearths all in Asia



e). Divisions of Universalizing religions:




1). Branch – large, fundamental division




2). Denomination – division of a branch




3). Sect – small denomination that broke away

2. Christianity:

a). Founder: Jesus (born between 4 and 8 BC?, and died around 30 AD)

b). Most widespread and most adherents

c). Jesus was raised as a Jew

d). Preached the coming of the Kingdom of God

e). Was crucified

f). Declared the Son of God by his Disciples

g). Christian hearth – Palestine

h). Diffusion by:


1). Relocation diffusion (missionaries)


2). Contagious diffusion – spread among people


3). Hierarchical diffusion – Christianity accepted by Emperor Constantine of Rome in 313 AD

i) Christianity widespread in North and South America, Australia, and New Zealand

j). Branches:


1). Roman Catholic – 56%


2). Protestant – 24%


3). Eastern Orthodox – 9%

4). Others (African, Asian, and Latin American) – 10%

k). Catholic:


1). Pope is head of church


2). Pope is a descendent of St. Peter

3). 7 Sacraments: Baptism, Confirmation, Penance, Anointing the sick, Matrimony, Holy Orders, and Eucharist

4). In Eucharist, bread and wine become the body and blood of Christ



l). Eastern Orthodox:

1). Split from Roman Catholic Church in 5th century AD

2). Head was the Patriarch of Constantinople

3). Pope Leo IX condemned the Pat. Of Const. In 1054 AD



m). Protestant:

1). Began in 16th with Principles of Reformation started by Martin Luther

2). Luther said that people received salvation through direct communication with God and not through Priests, Pope, sacraments

3). In USA, three largest denominations are Baptists, Methodists, and Lutheran

n). Religious conflict – Catholics vrs. Protestants in Ireland:


1). Republic of Ireland is 95% Catholic


2). 6 counties in Northern Ireland are Protestant


3). England is mostly Protestant

4). Do the 6 Protestant counties align with England for religious reasons or with their country, Ireland?

5). Irish Republication Army (IRA) want Ireland united

6). Ulster Defense Force (UDF) Irish Protestants who want these 6 counties in Northern Ireland united with England

7). So to solve this religious/political problem, they kill each other

8). Has been an attempt at peace in 1998, but although situation has improved, they still are fighting.

3. Islam:

a. Founder: Muhammed who was born in Mecca, Saudi Arabia in approximately 570 AD

b. Began receiving revelations from Allah (God) while in his 40’s.

c. Adherents to Islam are called “Muslims”

d. Approximately 1 billion Muslims

e. Holy book is called the Koran (USA spelling)

f. 5 pillars of faith:


1). Only 1 God and Muhammed is his messenger


2). Muslims must pray 5xs/day to Mecca


3). Muslims must give generously to charity

4). Muslims must fast during month of Ramadan in order to purify self

5). If physically and financially able, must make a pilgrimage to Mecca

g. Also believe that Jesus and Moses were prophets

i. All humans will have a final judgment day

j. Anything worldly is profane

k. Origin of Islam as revealed by Muhammed:


1). Abraham was a descendant of Adam and Eve


2). He had 2 wives, Sarah and Hagar


3). Abraham and Hagar had a son named Ishmael


4). Muslims stem from Ishmael while both Christians and Jews stem from Abraham and Sarah’s son, Issac

l. Branches of Islam:


1). Sunni -Effectiveness of family, more moderate

a). Successor of Muhammed did not have to be a blood relative of Muhammed

b). Majority of Muslims are Sunnis (83%)


2). Shi’ite – Fundamentalists  - very anti-Western

a). Revival of Muslim fundamentalism began in 1979 when Shah of Iran replaced by Ayatollah Kohmeini. (Shahs, who were pro-Western, had ruled for over 2500 years)

b). Iraq is the center for Shi’ites and is ruled by Saddam Hussein

c). Most Muslim terrorists are Shi’ites who are anti-Western culture

4. Buddhism:

a. Founded by Siddhartha around 563 BC


1). Siddhartha born in Nepal


2). Son of a well-off Lord


3). At 29 he left the palace and went to live in the forest where he meditated.


4). He left the forest as Budda, the Englightened One”

b. Approximately 300 million followers who live mostly in China and SE Asia



c. Four Noble Truths of Buddhism:




1). All living beings must endure suffering




2). Suffering leads to re-incarnation

3). Goal is to escape ring of suffering/reincarnation and enter Nirvana

4). Nirvana is attained through an 8-fold plan which includes rightness of belief, resolve, speech, action, livelihood, effort, thought, and meditation

d. Buddhism began to spread from 273-232 BC under the reign of Asoka, Emperor of Mauryan



e. 2 branches of Buddhism:

1. Theravada – “way of the elders” - wisdom

a). Believe they are closest to Buddha’s original approach

b). Must become a monk to be a “good” Buddhist

c). Practiced in Thailand, Myanmar, Cambodia, and Laos

2. Mahayana – “the raft” – compassion

a). Emphasizes Buddha’s later years of teaching and helping others

b). Practiced in Tibet, Mongolia, China, Japan, Vietnam, and Sri Lanka



f. 

5. Ethnic – more local and usually based on physical characteristics of a place

6. World’s major ethnic religions are:

a). Hinduism

b). Judaism

c). African (animism – inanimate objects or natural events have spirits)

7. Hinduism:

a). World’s third largest religion

b). 99% of all adherents live in India

c). No “founder” or central authority

d). Three Main Deities which have the largest number of followers

e). Written roots go back to around 1500 BC, but probably goes back further

f). Hindu beliefs:


1). No one path to find God


2). Must develop your own path


3). Caste system and your position is assigned by religious law


4). Thousands of castes


5). Caste system is considered by some to be a centrifugal force in Indian society

8. Judaism:

a). Roots back to Abraham, descendent of Adam and Eve

b). Migration of the Jews from modern Iraq to Canaan (modern Palestine/Israel)

c). Old Testament of the Bible recounts the history of the Jewish people

d). Beliefs:


1). One, all powerful God


2). Jews are God’s chosen people because Moses received the 10 Commandments from God

e). Romans forced Jews to leave their homeland and to disperse – called “diaspora” – meant they couldn’t go as a group


1). Clusters of Jews went to Europe, North Africa, and Asia


2). Moved into neighborhoods called “ghettos” which were set up by law to be inhabited by Jews


3). During WWII, approximately 6 million Jews were killed by the German Nazis Party


4). Today, approximately 6 million Jews in the USA, 4 million in Israel, and 2 million in Russia

9. Ethnic African Religions:

a). “Animism”: - Belief that plants, stones, etc., have discrete spirits and conscious life.

b). Many animistic religions are monotheistic

c). Christians and Muslims are always trying to convert Animists

10. Confucianism

a). Founder was Confucius (551-479 BC)

b). Confucius was a Chinese teacher and philosopher

c). Rules for orderly conduct

d).Treat others fairly

e). Fulfill obligations

f). These rules applied to ALL people

10. Taoism:

a). Founder was Lao Tse (604-531 BC)

b). Lao Tse was a government administrator

c). Wrote about mystical and magical aspects of life

d). Taoists seek “The Path”

C. In general, religions:

1. Usually reflect people’s values and core beliefs

2. Religious values affect how people relate to one another as well how they organize the landscape (After Cortez conquered the Aztecs in 1518, the Spanish constructed Catholic churches as the focal point in Aztec villages and towns.)

3. Religions are influenced by events in the physical environment

a. Natural events are incorporated into the structure of the religion

1). In Taoism, Yin and Yang


a). Yin = females, darkness, earth, coldness, death


b). Yang = males, heaven, heat, light, life

2). In Christianity, God created “Heaven and Earth” and gave “Man dominion over the Earth”


a). We use natural resources, pollute the land, etc. without too much concern over our actions


b). Some recognize that if “man” does have dominion over earth, then we have the responsibility to take care of it

3). In Judaism, some major religious holidays based on events in the agricultural calendar

4). Muslims work holy days around agricultural events

b. Features of the physical environment are designated as holy

1). Hinduism – natural features such as riverbanks and coastlines are holy


a). One can attain purification by bathing in a holy river such as the Ganges

c. Religions organize portions of earth’s surface into administrative areas to diffuse religious messages


1). Sacred space – portions of the landscape become holy


2). Birthplaces of prophets become holy – e.g. Mecca and Islam


3). Synagogues, churches, temples, shrines, etc. 



a). “church” means “lord, master, power, gathering”



b). buildings may be very prominent  and very expensive


4). Burial grounds



a). Christians usually keep burial grounds for just that purpose



b). Muslims make burial grounds into parks


5). Settlements:



a). Utopian settlement – ideal community built around a religious way of life



b). Utopian communities popular in 1800’s – e.g. Salt Lake City



c). Modern day utopian settlement – Heritage Village



d. Religious wars

a). Muslims and Hindus have been fighting over 1000 years over territory in South Asia


1). Pakistan (Muslim) and India (Hindu) over Kashmir

b). Christians and Muslims and Jews fighting for over 2000 years. 


1). All 3 religions have origin in same space


2). State of Israel ‘born’ in 1948 – conflict over territory

c). Christians versus Christians – Protestants and Catholics in Ireland
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