Deviance

Email completed work to: monarch.gk12@gmail.com
DUE:  WED before midnight!
Introduction

The establishment of norms of behavior is one of the key steps in the process of socialization by which a society instills its members with the values of the society.  Today we will be discussing deviance from these accepted societal norms and how they affect the society at large.  We will be looking at the range of tolerance for many behaviors in society and designing new norms and how they would affect the society as a whole

Engineering Societies

In the following exercise your group will choose one of the following areas of behavior to explore norms and deviance

1. Drugs and Alcohol Use

2. Tattoos and Body Modification

3. Dress and Fashion

4. Sexuality

In this exercise your group will be asked to first analyze the range of tolerance for your behavior in the United States and then will design new norms and speculate about their affect.

1)  Range of Tolerance:  Draw a bell-curve to represent the ranges of tolerance of behavior for your area.  Give five examples of specific behaviors and indicate where they would fall in the range of tolerance (over-conforming, under-conforming, etc) 

2)  Change:  Consider the past 100 years of United States history.  Has the range of tolerance for your area changed over this time?  Give examples of activities and where they would fit into the range of tolerance in the past and now.  What are some reasons for this change over time?

4) Design:  You are now the architect of a hypothetical society.  Would you change the range of tolerance of this behavior in your new society?  If so justify why you feel this range is correct.  If you would change the range of tolerance, give examples of where activities would be categorized under your new norms.  Why would you wish to make these changes?

5) Gradient of Change:  Using the new norms you have picked, what steps would be necessary to make these norms prevalent in our society?  How quickly do you think this change could be accomplished?  Do you even think that it is possible to transition from our current norms to yours?  
(If you indicated that your norm should stay the same, discuss how you will resist potential cultural pressure for the norms to change and how this resistance may be accomplished.)

