

Social Stratification

Introduction

A society can be thought of as divided or stratified into different socio-economic classes.  Typically populations are divided by yearly income in order to analyze these differences in large clusters of individuals within society.  Popularly we often hear terms like upper, middle, and lower class used as part of these discussions.  Social Mobility is the process by which individuals can move from one social strata to another.  

The limitations in social mobility within a society can frustrate its individual members and lead them to pursue alternative or illegitimate means in order attain their desired social mobility.  Throughout history the stories of those individuals who rise to wealth or fame by these illegitimate means have been popular genres of literature.  The crime novels of the early 20th century provide a good example of this as do the Mafia stories made popular in the later half of the 20th century.  Today we will be looking a newer form of media that tells similar stories: Mexican Narcocinema.
This lack of legitimate alternatives is a result of the social forces which helps to continue the pattern of social stratification.  The portrayal of this desperate situation in media and of only illegitimate means to alleviate the situation in the media is another issue that helps to solidify the lack of hope of social mobility.
Today you will be brainstorming a story that shows the other possible means of social mobility that exists while simultaneously acknowledging the difficulties of mobility in American society.

1)  Many charitable organizations attempt to alleviate specific factors that limit social mobility.  Find an example of a charitable organization that attempts to work specifically addressing one of the problems you mentioned above.  What sort of interventions do they use?

______________________________________Name of charity

________________________________________________________________Types of interventions

2)  In the rest of the exercise you will be planning a film to tell the story of this charitable organization and its workers that attempt to alleviate one of the factors you mentioned in question 1.  Your first task is to come up with a cast of characters for your film with short descriptions of their role in the story
3)  Story and Conflict show the difficulties that face both those who work with your charitable organization as well as the people that they intend to assist.  Brainstorm some specific scenes for your movie that could illustrate this difficulty.  Be as detailed as you like.  Include sections of dialog if you wish.
4)  Characters and Relationships  how does the lack of social mobility affect the lives of your characters?  How does it specifically affect their experience of major social institutions such as education and family.  Think of specific scenes that may help illustrate your characters relationships with these larger forces. 

5)  Imagine you get a chance to pitch your movie to a potential producer.  Construct a photopeach slideshow that will work as a short overview and storyboard of your film’s main characters and their struggles.  

http://www.photopeach.com

