Philosophy  & Socratic Seminars Origins & Policy
Scott S. Allen, M.A. summer 2010

Background: 12 years Elementary classroom 3rd-5th grades




5 years Middle level: World Geography



3 years High School: AP Geography, 

World History, Diversity in USA

· B. A.  Philosophy, The Colorado College

· Teaching License, Regis University 

· M. A. Environmental History, UC Denver

SSA experience leading Socratics…

· Zola training in 2000,

· leading adult seminars at The Eldorado School, K8 &

· Monarch High School with Nancy Newton

· Student seminars:  13 year olds & 15 – 18 year olds

 (primary grades too, with Mark Akins, see video)

Goals for the course:

· Provide you with the tools to conduct & lead your own seminars, K-12+ and some time to practice leading.

· Provide you with an opportunity to experience philosophic inquiry for your own enrichment, inspiration, and growth.

· To connect with each other and share the expertise of those in the class, providing insight and wisdom.

Thinking Philosophically… How can we better our lives, and those of others, through philosophy?

“Philosophy begins in wonder” -Plato

· questioning our world

· imagining other possibilities

· sorting out beliefs

· clarifying values

· providing insight into the wisdom of living

· relying on Reason as a higher faculty, not Faith or Fancy

Regis Mission

Regis University educates men and women of all ages to take leadership roles and to make a positive impact in a changing society. Standing within the Catholic and United States traditions, we are inspired by the particular Jesuit vision of Ignatius Loyola. This vision challenges us to attain the inner freedom to make intelligent choices. We seek to provide value-centered undergraduate and graduate education, as well as to strengthen commitment to community service. We nurture the life of the mind and the pursuit of truth within an environment conducive to effective teaching, learning and personal development.

Consistent with Judeo-Christian principles, we apply knowledge to human needs and seek to preserve the best of the human heritage. We encourage the continual search for truth, values and a just existence. Throughout this process, we examine and attempt to answer the question: "How ought we to live?"

As a consequence of Ignatius Loyola's vision, particularly as reflected in his Spiritual Exercises, we encourage all members of the Regis community to learn proficiently, think logically and critically, identify and choose personal standards of values, and be socially responsible. We further encourage the development of the skills and leadership abilities necessary for distinguished professional work and contributions to the improvement and transformation of society.

What is truth?  a philosophical question

· Three roots of truth:  Mythology, Religion, and Science

a) matching correspondence between mind and reality… (the #3 and three trees)…empirical 

b)   an uncovering,  a revealing, a discovery, a subtle nuance…( the truth about a relationship)

c) an explanation of phenomena, legend, myth, faith, science

Socrates and history:  Athens Greece, 2500 years ago.

· Studied the “pre-Socratics” focus on natural world, but without critical method

· Didn’t see the relevance to behavior with philosophy of matter

· Socrates as first moral philosopher:  What is Justice? What is friendship? Courage? Piety?

· Personal integrity and be true to yourself. (read aloud, 22,23)

· Plato was his student, who recorded the conversations of Socrates and wrote the Dialogues

· Never wrote down his philosophy

· Never claimed to have answers, Oracle at Delphi declared him to be the wisest man, Socrates thought this meant he alone knew that he did not know anything!

· Trial of Socrates: charged with corruption of the youth of Athens, Question Authority!, the Gods, seen as a subversive

· Death by hemlock, refusal of escape, calm in his integrity

· Father of western philosophy

· “All of Western Philosophy is but a footnote to Plato” -Nietzsche

Branches of Philosophy:

· Metaphysics:  Study of existence, What is out there?

· Epistemology: Study of Knowledge, How do I know about it?

· Ethics: Study of action, How should I act?

· Politics: Study of ethics for a group, How should we govern?

· Aesthetics: Study of Art & Beauty, What is creativity  & imagination? and What can life be like?

Origins of Socratic Seminars: 

Socratic Seminars are the result of the work of Mortimer Adler, Director of the Institute for Philosophical Research in Chicago. As well as Robert Hutchins, and Dennis Gray. Adler published The Paideia Proposal (1982) and Paideia Problems and Possibilities (1983) in which he argued that education should be rooted in three goals: the acquisition of knowledge, the development of intellectual skills, and the enlarged understanding of ideas and values. The first goal can be accomplished through textbooks and didactic teaching in the content areas. The second goal can be developed through coaching, exercises, and supervised practice. The third goal can be achieved through Socratic Questioning and Active Participation using books (not textbooks), other works of art, or involvement in artistic activities (Paideia Proposal 23). The seminar begins with a teacher's question but is entirely different from the Socratic questioning style which many teachers already employ.

SSA involvement with Philosophy:

· Montaigne: the switch from Geology, the art of the essay

· Dewey & Aesthetics:  Senior Thesis, Rhythmic Paradox

· Crux Reality: A Climber’s Guide to Philosophy

· Teaching: see philosophy of education
· Filmmaking:  “Not Alone: Color E-motion” & “Home Stakers:  Livin’ the Dream of Martin Acres, FaceUP: Gangs in Boulder County”

____________________________________

Business:

· Name Tags and cards:  Make a name tag to use all week.  Write on the other card your full name and name you like to be called, the grade/subject you teach, school, number of years in the profession & experience with philosophy, courses, books, films, groups etc..,

· Seating arrangements: TRY to  never  sit in the same seat twice, force yourself to sit next to someone new each day!

· Attendance Policy:  mandatory attendance all day: 8:00 to 2:30, each day is expected.  Absences of more than one day = drop course

· One day absence will negatively affect your grade.

· See me after class with concerns

Course expectations:  read aloud from sheet

FINAL DUE DATE = June 16th, our last day of class.
Course Grade = total points

· Attendance & Participation= 25%, 5x5=25pts (8-2:30. M-F) ( read texts, do homework, speak your mind!)

· Theory Paper= 50% =50pts

· Journal Excerpts & Micro project= 25%, = 25pts


TOTAL POINTS = 100

A= 93 – 100%

B= 85 – 92%

C= 75 – 84%

D= less than 75%

Rigor…intention is to engage in rigorous thinking, not busy or tedious work…

Course Evaluation: read aloud & hand out

Weekly schedule: read aloud & hand out

Determine our breaks…9:45?? Or 10??

Food: group decision & sign up

Homework:  Read the text prior to the seminar! And arrive ready to talk!

Micro Seminar leaders:  Everyone! About 15min.  3 leaders per day simultaneous groups of 2 or 3.  Choose text from supplemental readings or Wheatley text.  Or some can sign up to lead the  morning seminars later in the week.

Supplemental Texts: teacher budgets considered…

a) Turning to One Another,  OPTIONAL
b) Course Readings…copy packet…please pay $________ checks to Scott S. Allen

First Seminar:  Read off expectations from poster, use name tags, refer to text, number as needed, dictionary?? Props?? leading question, critique, reflection and journal

