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Culture, Subculture, and Counterculture
25 ppp & 25 formative points
Introduction


The division of the culture of a society into smaller groups has been recognized by sociologists as an important distinction when attempting to understand the cultural forces at work within a society.    Deviations and specializations from the prevailing culture of a society are classified as sub, counter, (and the more ambiguous) fringe cultures. This  depends on the level to which they find themselves in active opposition and conflict with prevailing social norms.  Subcultures do not necessarily find themselves in open conflicts with prevailing culture but may simply reflect a different interest.  Military subculture is an example of a cultural group with shared experiences, norms, language, and practices that differ from the rest of society significantly enough to be identified as a subculture.  

Subcultures differ from the mainstream and can occur for many different reasons.  Professional subcultures are exhibited by members of certain professions ie. Doctors, Lawyers, Teachers, Students etc.  “How do these professions cause people to develop their own subculture?” (Process this in your tech group) Regional subcultures are also a good example of these phenomenon.  “How does Southern culture differ from the culture of Colorado?” (discuss in tech group). 

The relationship of subculture with dominant culture can also change over time.  While the hippie movement of the 1960s is probably the most notable example of a counterculture, the signs, signifiers, and language of this movement are now present daily in mainstream discourse and advertising.  This process, known popularly as “mainstreaming,” occurs when elements of sub and counter cultures are incorporated into the dominant culture. 

Teddy boy Slideshow http://photopeach.com/album/v7kgf5
In today’s exercise each tech group will be given a sub or counter culture to analyze.  You will use Internet research to discover more about the subculture and complete the exercise.

List of Subcultures to Examine:  create a document with your answers and send as email attachment to: monarch
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· Hippies

· Military (choose a specific branch to examine)

· Punks

· Hipsters

· Preppy (1980s)

· Emo

· Beatnick

· Surfers
1)  Emergence:  In 1-2 paragraphs give a brief sketch of your subculture including its historic era reasons for its emergence, criteria for membership (if any).

2)  Signs and Signifiers: What outward displays of membership are made by those in your subculture?  Are there common themes of dress, musical taste,( pandora/grooveshark/spotify ) common activities?

3)  Perceptions and acceptance:  How was your subculture viewed by the dominant culture at the time (or presently if your culture is still active)?  Would you classify your culture as a counterculture?

4)  Lexicon: Subculture has traditionally contributed a great deal to our shared cultural lexicon.  For instance terms like “cool and hip” first emerged in the jazz subculture of the 1920s.  What sort of specialized vocabulary is used in your subculture?  Give at least 3 examples of slang terms prevalent in your subculture along with examples of their usage.  Have any of the terms from your subculture become mainstream slang?  If so give examples.  Additionally in your groups have a 2-4 minute conversation using the terminology that you have found and write about your experience later on edmodo. 

5)  Demise:  Is your subculture still active?  If not why did it end (did it simply cease being or did it provide a starting point for the next cultural wave)?  If your culture is still active, how has that culture changed from its inception to the present?  Write at least 1 paragraph on the appropriate subject citing evidence.

6)  Revival:  Many cultures that have waned in popularity have had a resurgence of popularity in later years.  Is your culture one of these?  If so how did the revival differ from the original?  

If your culture has not experienced a revival, what factors do you think have stopped this from happening?  If you were attempting to start a revival, what do you think this would require?

If your culture is persistent or professional, consider the changes that you examined for question 4?  Do you see the possibility of these changes being reversed and the subculture returning to its earlier form?  Give evidence.

7) Reaction: Describe how your subculture might react to this social phenomenon: Repealing of the “Don’t Ask Don’t Tell,” policy in the military, so that NOW gays CAN openly enlist and participate in the armed forces.
8. Design a slideshow about your subculture using photopeach.com  (you may have to register for an account)
