MAE 605S Socratic Seminar Summer 2013
Regis University

Master of Arts in Education Program

Instructor: Scott S. Allen, M.A.
Instructor Contact Information: sallen@regis.edu, cell: 720.840.4574
Dates, Time, Location of Course:
7.11.13 to 7.18.13, 8-3:00PM, Lowell Campus, Main Hall, Room 304
Course Description: MAE 605S SOCRATIC SEMINAR (2.00) .   Participants will explore how students can construct their own discussions, activate prior knowledge, make text connections, and synthesize new schemata in a collaborative, community-building experience. Covers the constructivist techniques of Socratic Circles for K-12 using many forms of text including music, art, and film. Critical and creative thinking for all students, including key strategies for English learners and special needs students will be fostered.
Learning Topics:

1. The informal art of conversation 

2.  The formal craft of Socratic Circles 
3. Defining a personal philosophy of education
Topic Schedule:
 Thursday, July 11
Syllabus, Wheatley, Philosophy, Socratics defined

Saturday, July 13

The Continuum of Socratics & Flexible Definitions of Text

Tuesday, July 16

Mechanics of a Formal Socratic Seminar. Seminar session, practice

Thursday, July 18 
Journal Check, Bibliography Due, Philosophy of Education paper due
Goals for the course:

· Provide you with the tools to conduct & lead your own seminars, K-12+ and some time to practice leading.

· Provide you with an opportunity to experience philosophic inquiry for your own enrichment, inspiration, and growth.

· To connect with each other and share the expertise of those in the class in how to adapt Socratic Circles to a wider range of student situations

Texts – required to bring each day: Socratic Circles by Matt Copeland 2005 and Turning to One Another by Margaret Wheatley, 2002. Please purchase prior to first day.
Assessment: 100 points total:  Participation=25pts, Analytic Journals =25 pts, Annotated Bibliography=25pts,  Philosophy of Education 3 page paper=25pts.
Grading Scale/
A= 93 – 100%

B= 85 – 92%

C= 75 – 84%

D= less than 75%

Expectations:
· Attendance Policy:  mandatory attendance all day: 8:00 to 3:00, each day is expected.  Absences of more than one day = drop course

· One day absence will negatively affect your grade. See me after class with concerns

· Seating arrangements: TRY to  force yourself to sit next to someone new each day!
· There will be class time to read from the texts.

Disability Statement:

Under Section 504 of the 1973 Rehabilitation Act and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), students with documented disabilities who are otherwise qualified have a right to equal access to classes at Regis University.  If you have a documented disability that may require academic adjustments for this course, or you suspect that you may have a disability, please contact Joie Williams, Director of Disability Services at 303.458.4941, or mbwillia@regis.edu.  It is suggested that you contact Disabilities Services Office, Room 225, Carroll Hall, at the beginning of the semester, if possible, so that you can receive accommodations for the complete semester since accommodations at the post secondary level are not retroactive.

