For hundreds of years there have been varying philosophies on education, based on various models of study. Plato and Aristotle are of course amongst the earliest theorists to develop philosophies on education. In modern times, parents, students, and educators continue to explore the different philosophies on education and how they impact learning. While each education philosophy has its own belief in the driving forces behind it and no one way has been proven the most effective, there are vast differences and similarities amongst them. While the following is by no means an exhaustive list of educational philosophies, these are but a few that are in wide practice today.

Montessori 
The Montessori method is one of the most widely known philosophies on education. Developed by Maria Montessori, an Italian physician, educator, and philosopher, the Montessori method is used in both public and private schools around the world. Montessori based her education philosophies on several key factors including educating children as the natural learners that they are by providing a “child-sized” environment for learning and self-guided, self-corrected education. 

Dewey
John Dewey was an American philosopher and psychologist whose educational philosophy centers around pragmatism and the method of “learning by doing.” Dewey felt that science played an important role in education and that critical thinking was more important than memorization of mere facts. Dewey is often credited with laying the foundation for standards-based education. 

Holt
One of the more modern philosophies on education is homeschooling – a concept that didn’t become mainstream until the early 1990s. John Caldwell Holt, a teacher and author, was the leading advocate for homeschooling, or a similar method known as “unschooling.” Holt believed that learning could not be forced to occur in a classroom, but rather children should be taught and enabled to learn through life experiences. Holt authored several books in the mid 1970s that many people viewed as a controversial opposition to compulsory schooling. 

The Inquiry Method 

Neil Postman, an author and teacher, poses a very specific method of teaching called the inquiry method. Of all the various philosophies on education, Postman’s is one that is widely respected by many. The inquiry method centers around student-driven learning by limiting the number of statements a teacher makes and encouraging students to ask and find answers to their own questions. The theory behind Postman’s inquiry method is to have children learn by building what they don’t know on to what they already know. 

FOUR TWENTIETH CENTURY THEORIES OF EDUCATION

Major themes identified by George F. Kneller in chapter three of Introduction to the Philosophy of Education
 

PROGRESSIVISM (John Dewey, William H. Kilpatrick, John Childs) 

1. Education should be life itself, not a preparation for living. 

2. Learning should be directly related to the interests of the child.

3. Learning through problem solving should take precedence over the inculcating of subject matter.

4. The teacher's role is not to direct but to advise.

5. The school should encourage cooperation rather than competition.

6. Only democracy permits - indeed encourages - the free interplay of ideas and personalities that is a necessary condition of true growth.

 

PERENNIALISM (Robert Hutchins, Mortimer Adler)

1. Despite differing environments, human nature remains the same everywhere; hence, education should be the same for everyone.

2. Since rationality is man's highest attribute, he must use it to direct his instinctual nature in accordance with deliberately chosen ends.

3. It is education's task to import knowledge of eternal truth. 

4. Education is not an imitation of life but a preparation for it. 

5. The student should be taught certain basic subjects that will acquaint him with the world's permanencies.

6. Students should study the great works of literature, philosophy, history, and science in which men through the ages have revealed their greatest aspirations and achievements.

 

ESSENTIALISM (William Bagley, Herman Horne)

1. Learning, of its very nature, involves hard work and often unwilling application.

2. The initiative in education should lie with the teacher rather than with the pupil.

3. The heart of the educational process is the assimilation of prescribed subject matter.

4. The school should retain traditional methods of mental discipline.

 

RECONSTRUCTIONISM (George Counts, Theodore Brameld)

1. Education must commit itself here and now to the creation of a new social order that will fulfill the basic values of our culture and at the same time harmonize with the underlying social and economic forces of the modern world.

2. The new society must be a genuine democracy, whose major institutions and resources are controlled by the people themselves. 

3. The child, the school, and education itself are conditioned inexorably by social and cultural forces.

4. The teacher must convince his pupils of the validity and urgency of the reconstructionist solution, but he must do so with scrupulous regard for democratic procedures.

5. The means and ends of education must be completely re-fashioned to meet the demands of the present cultural crisis and to accord with the findings of the behavioral sciences.

Multiculturalism
1. The socio-political context greatly influences the performance outcomes of students

2. Public education is highly stratified in the US, with some schools receiving disproportionately less funding.
Constructivism
What is meant by constructivism? The term refers to the idea that learners construct knowledge for themselves---each learner individually (and socially) constructs meaning---as he or she learns. 3 Constructing meaning is learning; there is no other kind. The dramatic consequences of this view are twofold;

1) we have to focus on the learner in thinking about learning (not on the subject/lesson to be taught):

2) There is no knowledge independent of the meaning attributed to experience (constructed) by the learner, or community of learners.

Standards Based Education

A Standards-Based Education System. 

Standards-based education is a process for planning, delivering, monitoring and improving academic programs in which clearly defined academic content standards provide the basis for content in instruction and assessment. 

· Standards help ensure students learn what is important, rather than allowing textbooks to dictate classroom practice. 

· Student learning is the focus - aiming for a high and deep level of student understanding that goes beyond traditional textbook-based or lesson-based instruction.

A standards-based system:

· measures its success based on student learning (the achievement of standards) rather than compliance with rules and regulations.

· aligns policies, initiatives, curriculum, instruction, and assessments with clearly defined academic standards.

· consistently communicates and uses standards to focus on ways to ensure success for all students. 

· uses assessment to inform instruction.

Standards-based systems increase student achievement

